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and spent large sums upon her. When he went in
place of his father to open the States of Brittany, she
accompanied him in a coach and six horses, with a
ridiculous scandal. His father was in agony lest he
should marry her. He offered to insure her five thou-
sand francs a-year pension, and to take care of their
children, if M. de Leon would quit her. But M. de
Leon would not hear of this, and his father accordingly
complained to the King. The King summoned M. de
Leon into his cabinet; but the young man pleaded his
cause so well there, that he gained pity rather than
condemnation. Nevertheless, La Florence was car-
ried away from a pretty little house at the Ternes, near
Paris, where M. de Leon kept her, and was put in a
convent. M. de Leon became furious; for some time
he would neither see nor speak of his father or mother,
and repulsed all idea of marriage.

At last, however, no longer hoping to see his actress,
he not only consented, but wished to marry. His
parents were delighted at this, and at once looked about
for a wife for him. Their choice fell upon the eldest
daughter of the Due de Roquelaure, who, although
humpbacked and extremely ugly, was to be very rich
some day, and was, in fact, a very good match. The
affair had been arranged and concluded up to a certain
point, when all was broken off, in consequence of the
haughty obstinacy with which the Duchesse de Roque-
laure demanded a larger sum with M. de Leon than
M. de Rohan chose to give.

The young couple were in despair: M. de Leon, lest
his father should always act in this way, as an excuse
for giving him nothing; the young lady, because she